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Diary Dates

March
Wed 17/3

National Young Leaders Day

Fri 19/3

Ride to School Day
8.45am - meet at Park

Sun 21/3

Wood Chopping Fundraiser

Mon 22/3

Governing Council Meeting
7.30pm

Wed 24/3

Mobile Library

Fri 26/3

Special Lunch Day

Tue 30/3 & Wed 31/3
Parent Teacher Interviews

April
Fri 2/4

Good Friday

Mon 5/4

Easter Monday

Wed 7/4

Mobile Library

Thur 8/4

Spalding Speaks Up

Fri 9/4

End of Term 1
2.10pm Dismissal

May
Mon 26/4

Anzac Day Public Holiday

Tue 27/4

Term 2 starts

News from the Principal …………….
I hope everyone had a wonderful long weekend. It sounds like most
families were able to spend some time away, the children came back to
school with exciting stories about their weekends. The weather was
fantastic and made the weekend that bit more enjoyable.
This week starts our run towards holidays. We have an exciting end to the
term approaching with some fun days planned (by SRC and staff) to
balance the learning that will be taking place. Having Easter towards the
end of term will make it go all the quicker!
NAPLAN Online Practice Test
In week 9 the students in Year 3 and 5 will take part in the NAPLAN online
practice test. The practice test helps to test that the platform will work
when large groups of students log on to the system. It does not affect
the actual NAPLAN test results.
I think it is important to remember that NAPLAN gives teachers, students
and families important information about their performance but it is only
one way that schools collect data about student performance. Not only
that, but there is so much more to students than their performance on a
test. Courage, risk taking, creativity, cooperation, empathy, reasoning,
kindness – none of these qualities can be measured by a test, but they
are things we want to encourage in our children.
Sport, Sport, Sport!
Last week our students had several opportunities to take part in sporting
events. The Year 4/5 students (and one Year 3) travelled to the SA Tennis
Clay Courts in Adelaide to take part in the Hot Shots Tennis Tournament
finals. They had a full day of tennis and thoroughly enjoyed the chance to
play against students from schools and tennis clubs from all over the
state. Thank you to Claire Longbottom and Chrissy White for transporting
the students to the event and to Miss Maynard for supervising.
The following day Ava and Sarah participated in the SAPSASA summer hub
tennis matches. They had a very full day of tennis. Well done on your
efforts girls.

Clean Up Australia Day
Last Friday Mrs Scott and I walked with the students down the main street to the town oval as part of our
annual contribution to Clean Up Australia Day. It was a lovely morning for a walk and a great opportunity to chat
as we did our bit to keep the township neat and tidy. All of the students did a great job, and it was fascinating
to discover the kinds of rubbish on the streets.

Dee’s Review
Wednesday Dee and I took part in the review process for her role as our PCW. Thank you to the families who
returned the surveys, they were very helpful. This feedback helps to show the things that work well as well as
areas for improvement. I believe our school is better for having Dee. She provides support for students, staff
and families. If you have any questions about the PCW role or what Dee does, feel free to top in and visit. She is
at school on Wednesdays and Tuesday of odd weeks.
Ride to School Day
Friday 19th March is Ride to School Day. Children can ride their bikes or scooters to the park near the Town Hall
where we will meet as a whole school. At 8.45 am we will ride together to school. During lunch and recess the
children will be able to ride their bikes around the school yard. It was a great day last year and I am looking
forward to it. Remember your helmets! Parents are welcome to join us.
I will be away for most of next week. I am participating in an Instructional Leadership course run through the
Education Department training facility called Orbis. This will be on Monday and Tuesday. I am looking forward to
bringing my new learning back to school! Wednesday I will meet Mrs Matters and the Year 6 students at the
Entertainment Centre for National Young Leaders’ Day. This was amazing last year and I can’t wait to be a part
of this year’s young leaders’ journey. Thursday I will attend the Leader’s Day held at the Convention Centre. This
is where principals from across the state get together to hear from leading Educational experts, our Minister for
Education and Chief Executive Officer, and we participate in several short breakout sessions that are applicable
to our sites. Lots of learning for me in one week!
I will be in contact with the school over the week, and can be contacted if an urgent situation arises.
Enjoy the change of season weather!
Lauren Nitschke
Principal

From Dee to You
Hiya,
How are you? Did you feel a change last week? Not only did we enter a new month and season, it
was also Term 1’s hump week. We are now on the downhill run to the next school holidays.
I would like to thank each member of the school community who contributed to my PCW review.
During the review I was given the surveys from the students, staff and parents to read. Just quietly,
my eyes may or may not have got a little bit moist. The role of a PCW is tricky to define because it is a
“being” role, rather than a “doing” role. I was very much encouraged, as I read the surveys, to see
that my input into the school community is valued and appreciated, even when I think I’m not doing
much. I am excited by the plans for further input into the well-being and pastoral care of this school
community. Watch this space!!
Now for something completely different, I came across an article The most effective consequences
about consequences, that I included in a newsletter at another of any child's negative behaviour
school about 10 years ago. Here is the summary phrase, maybe I
are those which are logical. A
will include more from the article in another newsletter.
child needs to see the action and
the reaction are related.
Until next time, take care,
Dee

Remember: I’m here for you
Everyone is included in the above
My email address is:
dianne.kenyon990@schools.sa.edu.au
I am happy to be contacted by email

Notes can also be left for me at school
Drop in to see me whenever I am at school...
Especially if you need to chat about something on your mind

Regular days at school are Wednesdays and Tuesdays of
even school weeks
Smile—your body chemistry changes and benefits from that
simple action

SPALDING PRIMARY SCHOOL MAJOR FUNDRAISER
WOOD CHOPPING - SUNDAY 21ST MARCH 2021
at Spark’s Property (same as last year)
Starting at 8.30am

Don’t forget to bring a water bottle, gloves, earplugs, chain saws and
protective clothing.
If you have a trailer or log splitter, please bring that too!
Many hands make light work!
If you would like to place an order for firewood or have any questions please
call Ben Sommerville on 0408 974 603
$230 per tonne, delivered.

Spalding Sports Association AGM
Includes Spalding Football, Spalding Canteen & Spalding Gym

Monday 29th March 8:00pm

At the Spalding Sports Complex
All Welcome
Working Bee at Spalding Oval

Sunday 14th March 2pm
General Cleanup of Buildings & Grounds
All Welcome

Spalding Basketball and Tennis Windup
Friday 12th March 7:30pm at Basketball Courts
All Welcome

